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Ascension.    Whether he has succeeded in doing so satisfactorily is a question which every one of his readers must answer for himself; but at least it may fairly be said that his account of the course which events took immediately after the Crucifixion is, if not the explanation, at least an   explanation.    It   seems by no means  improbable that things passed more or less in the manner he describes.    He would not himself, I imagine, have claimed more for  his narrative than   this;   but,   considering   the  very  small amount of information which has come down to us, and the contradictory character of some of the statements, it seems very doubtful whether persons who do not desire to prove anything either for   or against  a system of belief, but simply to  form an idea in their own minds of the first weeks of Christianity, are ever likely to get much nearer the facts.    As to one thing I think there can be no doubt, Renan is certainly right in calling attention to the vast importance of the part  played   by Mary Magdalene immediately after the entombment.   Her influence at that moment was clearly decisive, and it is very creditable to the Middle Ages that they divined something of this and gave her, if not the place she deserved, at least a very prominent place in Christian Art.